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political struggles of his country, had devoted himself also
to the study of the volcanic rocks of that district, which he
had described with great spirit and accuracy. Amid the
troubles of the time he had lost all his property, " except a
portion of mountain which was too ungrateful a soil to find
another purchaser." Eetiring to this retreat in his old age he
had built himself a cottage in an extinct crater. " The tra-
veller in approaching the door of the philosopher of Eandane
had to wade through scoriae and ashes;" but beyond these
obstacles he found a hospitable roof and a host whose " lofty
and vigorous presence accorded well with his frank and
chivalrous demeanour."1 A hearty welcome awaited our
three tourists. Their coming had been anticipated by the
old Count, from whom on reaching Clermont they found
awaiting them a note of invitation and welcome (still
extant) couched in that tone of mingled dignity, courtesy,
and cordiality which seems now one of the lost arts. " He
was charmed to see us," records Murchison, " and to go over
all his old volcanic subjects, and instruct us on every feature
around his residence, except on the post day when his
papers and letters came. Then he flew to them, excusing
himself with the old French politesse, ' Pardonnez, Mes-
sieurs et Madame; mais c'est ma vie/ " 2

The three gentlemen, on foot or on horseback, and Mrs.
Murchison on a stout pony of the Count's, explored together
the cones of cinders and cheires of lava. Even to one who
is familiar with volcanoes the first sight of these marvel-

1  Whewell, Proc. Geol. 8oc., HI 70.

2  The Count Montlosier " died in 1837, at the age of eighty-three, on
his -way to Paris to take his seat in the Chamber of Peers, of which he
was a member."   See a brief sketch of him by Dr. Whewell, in the
address referred to in the preceding note.e special merit of the paper was the important announcement (con-
